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Columbia Region: draft funding priorities

We are renewing our approach to project funding and the way we communicate with grant applicants and others about
our priorities for compensation projects. When final in 2027, regional funding priorities will replace the priority actions
that currently define projects eligible for FWCP funding. In spring 2026, our Columbia Region board endorsed draft
funding priorities. We are now seeking feedback on these draft priorities.

The new priorities for compensation projects will guide future funding decisions starting in 2028 —2029 and your input
will be considered by our board before they are finalized.

Feedback form: use our online form to share your feedback by Friday, November 13, 2026
Info session: register for our funding priorities information session on Tuesday, September 29

Although regional funding priorities are of the highest priority to our regional boards, we will still consider funding
projects that align strongly with our three core elements even if not reflected in our draft funding priorities.

#! Value Draft funding priority
1 Habitat connectivity Restore, enhance, or protect habitat connectivity for multiple wide-ranging species?.
» Population recovery Support population recovery for wildlife and fish populations of concern (in

coordination with provincial Recovery Teams where applicable).

Maintain large reservoir productivity through the Arrow Lakes and Kootenay Lake

3 Reservoir productivity Nutrient Restoration Programs and the Hill Creek and Meadow Creek spawning
channels3.
4 Salmon recovery Support Columbia River salmon recovery led by partner First Nations3.
5 Streams & rivers Restore, enhance, and protect stream and river aquatic habitat and productivity.
Restore, enhance, or protect upland ecosystems (e.g., grassland, deciduous forest,
6 Upland ecosystems P P . y . ( g' &
and open forest ecosystems) to benefit multiple species.
L Restore, enhance, or protect* wetland and riparian habitat and/or wetland and
Wetland & riparian L . . . .
7 riparian ecological function focusing on self-sustaining natural processes where

ecosystems

possible to benefit multiple species.

1 Draft funding priorities are listed in alphabetical order by value. No ranking is implied.

2 Does not include implementation of fish passage at BC Hydro dams or hydroelectric generating stations.
3 Directed projects only.

4 Land conservation

The Fish & Wildlife Compensation Program is a partnership between BC Hydro, the Province of B.C., Fisheries and Oceans Canada, First Nations, and
public interest holders, to conserve and enhance fish and wildlife impacted by BC Hydro dams.


https://fwcp.ca/funding/fundingpriorities.html
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FWCPDraftFundingPriorities
https://fwcp.ca/events.html

