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Coastal Region: draft funding priorities

We are renewing our approach to project funding and the way we communicate with grant applicants and others about
our priorities for compensation projects. When final in 2027, regional funding priorities will replace the priority actions
that currently define projects eligible for FWCP funding. In spring 2026, our Coastal Region board endorsed draft funding
priorities. We are now seeking feedback on these draft priorities.

The new priorities for compensation projects will guide future funding decisions starting in 2028 —2029 and your input
will be considered by our board before they are finalized.

Feedback form: use our online form to share your feedback by Friday, November 13, 2026
Info session: register for our funding priorities information session on Tuesday, September 29

Although regional funding priorities are of the highest priority to our regional boards, we will still consider funding
projects that align strongly with our three core elements even if not reflected in our draft funding priorities.

# Value Draft funding priority
1 CuIturasIrI)\(/alc?gi)ortant Support sustenance-level population recovery of culturally important species.
2 Grizzly bears Enhance and restore critical habitat of grizzly bear populations (e.g., Stein/Nahatlatch,

Garibaldi/Pitt population units) within FWCP’s Coastal Region watersheds.

Identify, prioritize, and remediate barriers to fish passage to improve connectivity for salmonids

3 Habitat tivit
abifat connectivity and other fish species?.

4 Old growth forests | Support habitat restoration to enhance the recovery of old-growth forest ecosystems3.

Support population recovery for fish & wildlife impacted by BC Hydro dams; and/or a species of

5 | Population recover . .
P Y| cultural value; and/or a conservation priority (e.g., northern spotted owl).

6 | Riparian ecosystems | Restore riparian ecosystems (i.e., to address riparian-dependent bats, amphibians, and birds).

Mitigate a limiting factor for Pacific salmon and other fish species impacted by BC Hydro dams

7 Salmon recover . e . . S
¥ by leveraging existing data (e.g., FWCP past projects or DFO restoration priorities?).
8 Wetland Restore, maintain, and enhance function of wetlands with the objective of restoring ecological
ecosystems integrity>.

Wetland & riparian | Support ecological integrity at a watershed level; support process-based, ecosystem-focused
ecosystems restoration (e.g., habitat connectivity, migration corridors).

1 Draft funding priorities are listed in alphabetical order by value. No ranking is implied.

2 |n accordance with BC Hydro's Fish Passage Decision Framework(https://fwcp.ca/project-info/fish-passage-decision-framework.html)

3 While land protection is not identified as a draft regional funding priority, the purchase of land for conservation purposes is a
priority for the FWCP. These opportunities will be considered throughout the year and evaluated on alignment to our core elements.
4 https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection 2026/mpo-dfo/Fs144-95-2026-eng.pdf

5 As per section 1.2 of our Governance Manual, our vision anticipates helping species be more resilient to emerging pressures such
as climate change.

The Fish & Wildlife Compensation Program is a partnership between BC Hydro, the Province of B.C., Fisheries and Oceans Canada, First Nations, and
public interest holders, to conserve and enhance fish and wildlife impacted by BC Hydro dams.
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